Supplement for " NEZABORAV"

REMEMBERING

about the problems of the political immigration and the Macedonian
refugees from the Aegean part of Macedonia in the Republic of
Macedonia

For better understanding of the problems presdiemt in short, here is the
genesis of this category of citizens in the RemubfiMacedonia.

The situation of the Macedonians in the Aegean giaiacedonia between the
two world wars was the same as in the other pdrtivaded Macedonia after
the Balkan Wars which was sanctioned in the Peageeinents after the First
World War: a situation of hard exploitation, na@bnslavery, and many
different measures of denationalization and asatmoih, including all the

elements of genocide.

It was those kinds of conditions the Macedonianppedound themselves
facing at the beginning of the Second World Waralthin Greece, started with
the attack of Fascist Italy in October 1940.

Macedonians paid a dear price as victims on theiin Front as well, not
because they loved and respected the Greek State tleen ruled by the evil-
reputed and cruel Metaxa fascist dictatorship, betause they wanted to
realize their freedom-loving feelings and to protéeir centuries old hearths.

Because of our belief in the anti - Fascistic ferage joined in great numbers
the Peoples' freedom Struggle against Fascismeeddr The principals of the
Atlantic Declaration gave us extra hopes that at thiar we would realize our
reams for a more just society, as well as natibreddom. We were sorely
disillusioned.

We were disillusioned by the Triple Alliance whotgheir strategic interests
above all, dramatically changing the history foe tilacedonians during the
Second World War in December 1944. We were alsoludi®ned by the

companions of the Greek Reactionary Movement, duitie people's freedom



and anti-Fascistic war. Even during the struggkyttook activities obstruct
and diminish the anti-Fascistic struggle of the Bthanian people in the
Aegean part Macedonia. They did not allow the atitin of e Macedonian
People's Freedom Movement and even asked help tlienequivalent Ma-
cedonian movement in the Vardar part of Macedamidigcipline us within the
framework of the Greek movement as "the only carpath to realize our
ideals".

The Greek movement, however, showed its real fatteitg stance in January
1944 regard-ing the needs of "Strategic Bordermiesiring" - a thesis of the
Greek immigrant government, a request which prestithe enlargement of
Greece to the North and the taking of new Macedomggritories from the

Vardar and Pirin parts of Macedonia.

The stance of the "Strategic Border Restructurigtild become official in the
agreement of May 1944 between the immigrant goventrand the Resistance
Movement in the country, and the government of sleecalled "National
Unity'. We had no other way but to express our glfisament and with one
Partisan battalion we quit ELAS and EAM (The arnfiylee Greek Movement
and the Greek political organiza-tions), and wengdi the Macedonian
movement of the Vardar part of Macedonia. An agesgmvas made between
the Greek Resistance Movement and the General sfaMlOB (People's
Freedom War) of Macedonia that the Partisan battaiust join ELAS again
and, at the end of July, 1944 it did.

According to the agreement (which both sides undedsdifferently) separate
Macedonian Partisan units were to be formed inrdmks of ELAS. The
Greeks, however, were hindering it. Actually, tiMas against the program of
the Greek government of “"National Unity" and "ontp delude the
Macedonians", two Macedonian companies were tabadd. As a result, one
Lerin-Kostur and one Voden battalion were formet were never allowed to
enlarge their ranks. At the end of October 1944, @reeks tried, with their
tactics, to destroy the battalions with requestsbve them to the South. So,
the Greeks broke this agreement as well.

The two above mentioned battalions, to escape Gurater troubles, retreated
to the territory of the Vardar part of Macedoniaemthey formed the Aegean
Brigade. These were the first political immigraftsm the Aegean part of
Macedonia to the Republic of Macedonia. Previoustyconditions of the
Balkan and First World War, as well as betweentthe world wars, smaller
groups of refugees from the Aegean part were antizeé Strumica area.



As a result of the December clash in Athens in 1844 the agreement of
February 1945 in Varkiza, the power of the Athensnlfch-Fascistic regime

grew, due to the waves of political refugees frbm Aegean part of Macedonia
to the Vardar part of Macedonia, and to Bulgararfrthe eastern Aegean part
of Macedonia. These refugees later transferreitbéodted Macedonia.

As it is known, the Civil War in Greece burned anthe end of 1949 and
during all that time there were refugees. The Bygeave of refugees came in
the summer of 1948 when the children were evacumtedransferred all over
the Eastern European countries.

The waves of political immigration and refugeesvéal within the conditions
of broken relations between Yugoslavia on one sathé, the resolution of the
Cominforn on the other. Many families were hurlddbaer Eastern Europe for
many years and were separated without any congspiecially with those
relatives living in the Republic of Macedonia.

The gathering of the families started after themmadization of the relationship

(1955-56) Some families reunited in the countoeer-seas, some in Eastern
Europe, but the largest number decided to returtneéoliberated part of their

fatherland - the Republic of Macedonia. Here wal fihe largest number of

political immigrants from the Aegean part of Mace@oduring and after the

Second World War.

As a result of the relationship of the ex-YugostaviFederation and the
international relations with the bi-polarity, thiategory of citizens shared the
destiny of the cold war, even though Yugoslaviamd belong to the Blocks.

In this unsupportable situation of undefined statis category of citizens

accepted Macedonian citizenship and, thereforearhecequal citizens of this
country and were able to organize their daily lidbowever, there is one

specificity: according to the international lawethillegally became citizens of
this country because they had not entered lega#ytérritory of Macedonia.

They had not been released from their Greek cistzign

That epilogue to the status of the political imratgyn from the Aegean part of
Macedonia determined the stance and measures @réek government. The
Greek regime, during he period of the Civil war after its end, brought a
number of laws and government decrees, and underotvities for the
purpose of making the life of the Macedonians urddela. They had to find
their solution for a better life in the neighborioguntries and across the ocean.



With a number of laws and measures, their progenvere confiscated or
simply, the properties of the absent Macedonianse veequestered with the
idea of leaving them without a material base foeirthexistence in their
heartland.

Furthermore, those who "legally" and "voluntarilyanted to immigrate, were
asked to sign a statement that they would nevarrréd Greece. A number of
immigrants were deprived of their Greek citizenshypa decree of the Greek
government. But in the 80's, with the appointmeihnAndreas Papandreu as
head of the government, the politics of "NationagcBnciliation" were
inaugurated with a decree, when, by first and hashe (as we were informed
by persons reading the "Official Paper"), citizapsiwas returned to the
Macedonians as well.

But, when the Law for regulation of the propertasthe returned political
immigrants and refugees from Eastern European deaniwho, by the way,
were there because of the Civil War and the defEBXAG (Democratic Army
of Greece) - was laid down, they did not lose thance to find a way to
exclude the Macedonians from that process. Indhethey dared to write the
racist article that this applies only to "Greeksdmgin". This means that the
Macedonians who wanted to return to Greece wowe kadeclare themselves
Greeks in the application forms. However, this wa$ a hundred percent
guaranty for obtaining their visas. It is very cleaven to the politically
uneducated, that Greece took unheard of measumgspahe returning of the
Macedonians to their hearthland and to their prigserAccording to this, the
strategic goals of Greece regarding the returnhef Macedonian political
immigrants and refugees are very clear. This agpeabe a part of the general
Greek strategy about the Macedonian question, whiahespecially expressed
after the independence of the Republic of Macedemdstop its existence at
any price. If they didn't have the means at haratdbse of the international
circumstances protecting the Republic of Maceddioa the purpose of
escaping the conflict wider in Europe, which woaldo confront the members
of NATO, Turkey and Greece), then they would previdbstruction by
keeping the question open.

The obstructions of the Greeks have not stoppexk<sif44 when the historical
decisions of ASNOM were proclaimed. On the contréingy increased with

the Greek propaganda activities from the 80's dayoThe publications of that
time address this, even the unscrupulous statenwénds Papandreau, as a
President of the government, that there were noelllagians in the Balkans,
but only Greeks, Serbs and Bulgarians. In one ®fstatements he mentioned
the Albanians as well, but not the Macedonians.



SFRY and the Macedonian government, considering@asitizens, did not
react adequately to the above mentioned law wilstrarticles nor to the many
other negative Greek actions. The world must awdlshpoint to Greece for its
unscrupulous statements and measures, as is tise leac itself, and besides
everything else, for animating the democratic pulalbout the Macedonian
guestion in general and separately, about the ignest the Macedonians in
the Aegean part of Macedonia.

A confirmation of this are the obstructions of Greevhich took a dangerous
stroke after the independence of the Republic otddania. Greece opposed
the acceptance of the Republic of Macedonia inQhganization of the United
Nations under its constitutional name and we weceepted under the
temporary name -which, according to the then gmalolic statements from our
representatives, should have lasted 2-3 monthstHutas still continued for
years, influencing the international situation loé tRepublic of Macedonia and
its internal economic development, which unfortehgtmakes difficult social
and political problems. As a result of these olmttoms, accompanied by
threats of war, provocations and embargoes, we feeced to change the state
name.

All this brings up the question: Doesn't the Gregadtic for settling the always-
open question put us in the Greece's continuougg@afe now firmly remain
in defense of our right about the name of our statEause, agreeing with the
change of the name means that we relinquish ouwwnatidentity. That would
be the beginning of a new drama which could endh witourning warfare of
unseen consequences. After all, in our opinion, wege protected by the
international society even practically with "theeypentive diplomacy". There is
a question, however, how much we have manageditofgaour benefit -to
make a livable state and to strengthen the rektwith our neighbors on an
equal basis.

Now the relations with Greece are based upon trempbrary Agreement”,
which is also temporarily framed within the parkfiegotiations in New York.
We think that it also should have adequately resblthe questions of the ex-
inhabitants and citizens of Greece. Firstly, toadge their rights with those of
the rest of the immigration and to annul the raaisitles by which the political
immigration is divided into those who are of "Grawmigin" and those who are
not.

Our other neighbors make obstructions as well. Tdeg wish the Republic of
Macedonia did not exist if, according to their gilons, they could gain enough.
However, none of the neighbors is sure whether day win or lose, even
though at the moment they are not in a situatioigrore the statement of the



International Community on the existence of the ukdip of Macedonia. The
only neighboring country which, for now, is againdte International
Community, is Greece as a member of NATO and of Hwopean
Community. That is why Greece appears as a "daeadel", while the
statements and the "plans" of the others dependhenresolution of the
relations with Greece.

That is why we are asking: Was and is it possibleltange the game which
Greece has created because of our diplomatic dnit@looffensive, which has
put Greece in a defensive position and has allavesi be permanently on the
attack? The question which could and can put uannoffense diplomatic
situation is the question which is, undoubtediykéid not only to the situation
of the Macedonians in the Greek state but to tamistand the rights of more
than 100,000 inhabitants of the Republic of Mac&omho belong to the
political immigration and are refugees from GreeEspecially because this
guestion IS in the realm of human rights.
In the universal declaration of the United Natiémshuman rights which 50th
anniversary will be marked next year, it is prelgisstated that no one's
property can be involuntarily taken from them. WWee Macedonian political
immigrants and refugees from Greece, are deprifeaup properties by the
willful Greek State, only because we are not "Gselk origin“. To make the
paradox and irony more absurd, the Greek citizems allowed to have
properties in our state the Republic of Macedadnia,we do not have the right
to our own centuries-old properties. Another tragricumstance placed Greece
in a situation of having the same view on a simdaestion, according to
which, Greece is attempting to return the Greeldgeés from Cyprus to their
properties in the Turkish part of Cypress, but sakevay the right of the
Macedonians to return to their centuries-old propeeiin Greece.

Concerning the question of citizenship, the detlamaof the United Nations
states that no one has the right to prevent therreif anyone to his homeland.
According to this statement, there are no inteomat, nor legal boundaries for
anyone who wishes to return to his homeland. Thetjme of Greece, however,
not only prevents but forbids any visit to the hiaad. But we insist precisely
on these two rights. The question about our retgrrhas lost a lot of its
meaning, bearing in mind that the political immigya and refugees in the
Republic of Macedonia, for almost half a centurstyd organized their lives
and have no conditions to benefit from these righke right of possession of
property though, is an inalienable right for treiccessors as well. That is why
true justice is the return of our properties withany restrictions and
conditions.



A practical use of this right would be the recommt of the political
immigrants and refugees and their right to a G@gkenship, but without any
conditions for declaring "Greek by origin". These ¢he European solutions of
the problem, and Greece, as a member of the Eumof@eamunity must
promote civilized relations with its ex-inhabitaw$o found themselves in a
situation of political immigration and refugee hetwhirlpool of the war. Only
these human and democratic solutions can inauguat@gher state of
neighborly relations as they must be built in trekBns.

These are the essential problems which are verpthtyoinserted in the game
- like the question of "the difference about thenea as a misdirection to a
blind path, not to solve the actual questions whigally could clear up and
forward the international and good neighbor refaioln our opinion, the
Republic of Macedonia has made many retreats airaad every additional
one could only start producing undesired processesuraging the aggressive
appetite, uncontrolled vigor of the nationalism anbauvinism which,
unfortunately, would not promise anything good &r Balkan nations. We
also think that the governments of our neighbort Mgitimize themselves
and, by practice, will affirm themselves as dembcrar the rebuilding of new
relations in the Balkans as well as with the Rejgpubf Macedonia and the
Macedonian people.

If we observe the Balkans as an organism, therRémublic of Macedonia is
its heart. Our neighbors must understand thatifiglise of his organism can
be assured only in its freedom and the freedonh@fMacedonians in it. Else,
their own freedom could be destroyed in the musiialggle for power over
Macedonia, Actually, this is the reason that Macegldnas got the epithet "The
Apple of Discord" or "The Chain of Unity."

In this Remembering, as you can see, there are eaklsmof moral,
international-legal and realistic situations andhatrens. This seems to be
inevitable because a society without moral normsui®ly judged to fall. We
are witnesses of the downfall of very powerful empiand states with a
frightful power. We believe that the builders oétimternational-legal structure
should bear this in mind when building a societyinich even the weaker can
feel secure. The real situation in the Balkansespkcially in our surroundings
should change exactly according to the existingrivdtional legal laws. The
Republic of Macedonia should loudly demand thesensdo be respected both
for herself and for the Macedonians. In this respée Republic of Macedonia
follows that policy and there are many accoladesnfrmany international
guests and organizations who were invited to evaltl@e respecting of the
international laws and norms for both human andoniiy rights. This is not



enough, however, especially if the proposal ofRhesident of the Republic of
Macedonia for comparative analysis and for respgatif human and minority
rights in our neighboring countries is muted byirthdferent excuses.

It should not be allowed that Greece, with Europielemtity in its pocket, is
able to transform the Macedonian - Greek border orte of the most closed
borders because in its state Greece freely usebcy pf discrimination against
one part of its citizens for not being "Greeks bigin", that Bulgaria can create
the language dispute, that Serbia would not allcavkmg of the borders, nor
that Albania would not undertake measures in it state, but in ours.
Macedonia should demand, with a complete moraltrigh apology of their
neighbors for the wrongs that are still being pgstad on the Macedonian
people.

As a part of the category of citizens - politicadmigrants and refugees from
the Aegean part of Macedonia we are the most ististian the development of
the good neighbor relations with Greece. This tdadled by our interest in our
property rights. Some of us speak the Greek largaagl that can be a very
Important advantage, but not at any cost. Not i@ price of trampling our

human and national dignity.

And finally, we think that from this aspect, thedmn policy of the Republic
of Macedonia should seriously engage in the solvirigour rights and
strategically become a cohesive factor for the Mane&ns everywhere - as a
minority in the neighboring countries or flung teetfar corners of the world, in
order not to have a new, catastrophic separatioouinmany centuries long-
suffering and bloody history.

A group of political immigrants from the Aegean part of Macedonia:

Naum Pejov, Petar Sarakinov, Marko Dimitrov



